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"Abed teed 


OF ERE I to meafure the merit of 
wt my prefent undertaking by its fucs 
ai Nm cefs, or the rapidity of its fale, I 
m might be led to form conclifions 
® by no means favourable to the 
pride of an author. Should I eftimate my fame 
by. its extent, every News-Paper and every Ma- 
gazine would leave me far behind. Their fame 
is diffufed in a very wide circle, that of fome as 
far as Iflington, arid fome yet farther ftill; while 
mine, I fincerely believe, has hardly travelled be- 
yond the found of Bow-bell ; and while the works 
ef others fly like unpinioned fwans, I find my 
@wn move as heavily as a new-plucked goofe. - 
Still, 
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: Still, however, I have as much. pride as, they 
who have ten times as many readers. ‘Tt i im- 
poffible to repeat all the agreeable delufions in 
which a difappointed author is apt to find’ com- 
fort. I conclude, that what my reputation wants 
in extent, is made up by its folidity. Minus 
juvat Gloria lata quam magna. I kaye great fatif- 
faction in confidering the delicacy and difcernment 
of thofe readers I have, and in afcribing my want of 
popularity to the ignorance or inattention of thofe 
I have not. All the world may forfake an au- 
thor, but vanity will never forfake him. 


Yet notwithftanding fo fincere ‘a’ confeflion, 
I was once induced to fhew my indignation again 
the public, by difcontinuing my endeavours to 
pleafe ; and was bravely refolved, like Raleigh, 
to vex them, by burning my sianufcript in a 
paffion, Upon recollection, however, I confidered 
what. fet or body of people would: be difpleafed at 
my rafhnefs. The fun, after fo fad an accident, 
might fhine next morning as bright as ufual; men 
might laugh and fing the next day, and tranfa& 
bufinefs:as before, and not a fingle creature feel 
any regret but myfelf. 


I refle&ted upon, the ftory of a minifter, who, 
in the reign of Charles II. upon a certain occa- 
fion, refigned all his pofts, and retired into the 
country in a fit of refentment. But as he had not 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 99 
given the world entirely up with his ambition, 
he fent a meffenger to town, to fee how the 
courtiers would bear his refignation. Upon the 
meffenger’s return, he was afked whether there 
appeared any commotions at court ? To which he 
replied, There were very great ones. ‘* Ay, 
s¢ fays the minifter, I knew my friends would 
‘¢ make a buftle ; all petitioning the king for my 
S¢ reftoration, I prefume.’’ ‘* No, Sir, replied 
‘¢the meffenger, they are only petitioning his 
S¢ majefty to be put ‘in your place.” In the fame 
manner, fhould I retire in indignation, inftead. of 
having Apollo in mourning, or the Mufes in a 
fit of the fpleen; inftead of having the learned 
world epoftrophifing at my untimely deceafe, per- 
haps all Grub-ftreet might laugh at my fall, and 
felf-approving dignity might never be able to fhield 
me from ridicule. In fhort, I am refolved to 
write on, if it wefe only to fpite them. If the 
prefent generation will not hear my voice, 
hearken, O pofterity, to you I call, and from 
you I expec redrefs! What rapture will it not 
give to have the Scaligers, Daciers, and Warbur- 
tons of future times commenting with admitation 
upon every line I now write, working away thofe 
ignorant creatures who offer to arraign my merit 
with all the virulence of learned reproach. Ay, my 
friends, let them feel it; call names; never {pare 
them ; they deferve it all, and ten times more. I 
have been told of acritic, who was crucified, at the 
H 2 com. 
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command of another, to the reputation of Ho- 
mer. That, no doubt, was more than poetical 
juftice, and I fhall be perfeétly content if thofe 
who criticife me are only clapped in the pillory, 
kept fifteen days upon bread and water, and obliged 
to run the gantlope through Pater-nofter Row. 
The truth is, I can expect happinefs from pofte- 
rity either way. If I write ill, happy in being 
forgotten; if well, happy in being remembered 
with refpect. 


Yet, confidering things in a prudential light, per- 
haps I was miftaktn in defigning my paper as an 
agreeable relaxation to the ftudious, or an help to 
converfation among the gay ; .inftead of addreffing 
it to fuch, I fhould have written down to the 
tafte and apprehenfion of the many, and fought 
for reputation on the broad road. Literary fame 
I now find like religious, generally begins 
,among the vulgar. As for the polite, they are fo 
very polite, as never to applaud upon any ac- 
count. One of thefe, with a face fcrewed up 
into affe€tation, tells you, that fools may admire, 
but men of fenfe only approve. Thus, left he 
fhould rife into rapture at any thing new, he 
keeps down every paffion but pride and felf-im- 
portance ; approves with phlegm, and the poor 
author is damned in the taking a pinch of fnuff. 
Another has written a book himfelf, and being 


maceee for adunce, he turns a fort of king’s | 
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evidence in criticifm, and now becomes the terror 
of every offender. A third, poffeffed of full- 
grown reputation, fhades off every beam of favour 
from thofe who endeavour to grow beneath him, 
and keeps down that merit, which, ‘but for his 
influence, might rife into equal eminence. While 
others, ftill worfe, perufe old books for their 
amufement, and new books only to condemn 3 
fo that the public feem heartily fick of all but the 
bufinefs of the day, and read every thing new 
with as little attention as they examine the faces 
Of the paffing crowd. 


From thefe confiderations I was once determined 
to throw off all connexions with tafte, and fairly 
atldrefs my countrymen in the fame engaging ftyle 


and manner with other periodical pamphlets, much 


More in vogue than probably mine fhall ever be. 
To effe& this, I had thoughts of changing the 
title into that of the Roya Bee, the ANTI- 
GALLICAN Bee, or the Bee’s Macazine. I 
had laid in a proper ftock of popular topicks, 
fuch as encomiums on the king of Pruffia, invec- 
tives againft the queen of Hungary and the French, 


. the neceffity of a militia, our undoubted fove- 


reignty of the feas, reflections upon the prefent 
ftate of affairs, a diflertation upon liberty, fome 
feafonable thoughts upon the intended bridge of 
Black-friars, and an addrefs to Britons. The hiftory 
of an old woman, whofe teeth grew three inches 
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long, an ode upon our victories, a rebus, an 
acroftic upon Mifs Peggy P. and a journal of the 
weather. All this, together with four extraor- 
dinary pages of letter prefs, a beautiful map of 
Engiand, and two prints curioufly coloured from 
nature, I fancied might touch their very fouls. I 
was aCtually beginning an addrefs to the people, 
when my pride at laft overcame my prudence, 


and determined me to endeavour to pleafe by the’ 
goodnefs of my entertainment, rather than by. 


the magnificence of my fign. 


The Speétator, and many fucceeding effayifts, 
frequently inform us of the numerous compli- 
ments paid them in the courfe of their lucubra- 
tions ; of the frequent encouragement: they met 
to infpire them with ardour, and increafe their 
eagernefs to pleafe. I have received my letters 
as well as they; but alas! not congratulatory 
ones; not affuring me of fuccefs and favour ; 
but pregnant with bodings that might fhake even 
fortitude itfelf. 


One gentleman affures me, he intends to throw 


away no more three-pences in purchafing the - 


BEE, and what is ftill more difmal, he will not 
recommend me as a poor author wanting encou- 
ragement to his neighbourbood, which it feems is 
very numerous. Were my fou! fet upon three- 
pences, what anxiety might not fuch a denuncia- 

tion 
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tion produce !: But fuch does not happen to be 
the prefent motive of publication! I write partly 
to fhew my good-nature, and partly to fhew my 
vanity; nor will I lay down the pen till I am 
fatisfied one way or another. 


Others have difliked the title and the motto of 
my paper, point out a miftake in the one, and 
aflure me the other has been configned to dulnefs 
by anticipation. All this may be true; but what 
is that to me ? Titles and mottoes to books are like 
efcutcheons and dignities in the hands of a king. 
The wife fometimes condefcend to accept of them 5 
but none but a fool will imagine them of any 
real importance. We ought to depend upon in- 
trinfic merit, and not the flender helps of 
title. Nam gue non fecimus ipfi, vix ea noftra 
C06 . 


For my pafé, I'am ever ready to miftruft a 
promifing title, and haye, at fome expence, been 
inftru&ted not to hearken to the voice of an ad- 
vertifement, let it plead never fo loudly, or never 
fo long. A countryman coming one day to 
Smithfield, in order to take a flice of Barthoio- 
mew-fair, found a perfect fhew before every 
booth. The drummer, the fire-eater, the wire- 
walker, and the falt-box were all employed to 
invite him in. Fuft a@ going; the court of the 
hing of Pruffia in all his glory; pray, gentlewen, 

H 4 walk 
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walk in and fee. From people who generoufly 
gave fo much away, the clown expeéted a mon- 
ftrous bargain for his money when he got in. He 
fteps up, pays his fixpence, the curtain is drawn, 
when too late he finds, that he had the bef 
part of the thew for nothing at the door, 
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"VERY country has its traditions, which, 
either too minute or not fufficiently authentic’ 

to receive hiftorical fanétion, are handed down 
among the vulgar, and ferve at once to inftrug& 
and amufe them, Of this number the adventures 
of Robin Hood, the hunting of Chevy-chace, and 
the bravery of Johnny Armftrong, among the 
Englith ; of Kaul Derez, among the Irifh; and 
Creigton, among the Scots, are inftances. Of 
all the traditions, however, 1 remember to have 
heard, Ido not recolle&t any more remarkable 
than one ftill current in Flanders ; a ftory gene- 
rally the firft the peafants tell their children, when 
they bid them behave like Bidderman the wife. It 
is by no means, however, a model to be fet before 
a polite people for imitation ; fince if, on the one 
hand, we perceive in it the fteady influence of 
patriotifm ; we, on the other, find as ftrong a 
defire of revenge. But,.to wave introduction, 
let us to the ftory. ; 


When the Saracens over-ran Europe with their 
armies, and penetrated as far even as Antwerp; 
; Bidderman 
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Bidderman was Lord of a city, which time has 
fince fwept into deftruction. As the inhabitants 
of this country were divided under feparate lead- 
ers, the Saracens found an eafy conqueft, and the 
city of Bidderman, among the reft, became a 
prey to the victors. 


Thus difpoffeffed of his paternal city, our wae 
fortunate governor was obliged to feek refuge from 
the neighbouring princes, who were as yet un- 
fubdued, and he for fome time lived in a ftate of 
wrethced dependance among them. 


Soon, however, his love to his native country. 
brought him back to his own city, refolved to 
refcue it from the enemy, or fall in the attempt : 
‘Thus, in difguife, he went among the inhabitants, 
and endeavoured, but in vain, to excite them to 
arevolt. Former misfortunes lay fo heavily on 
their minds, that they rather chofe to fuffer the 
moft cruél bondage, than attempt to vindicate 
their former freedom. 


As he was thus one day employed : whether by 
information, or from fufpicion, is not known, 
he was apprehended. by a Saracen foldier as a {py, 
and brought before the very tribunal at which he 
once prefided. The account he gave of himfelf 
was by no means fatisfactory. He could produce 
no friends to vindicate his character; wherefore, 
as 
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as the Saracens knew not their prifoner, and as 
they had no dire& proofs againft him, they were 
content with condemning him to be publickly 
whipt as a vagabond. 


The execution of this fentence was accordingly 
performed with the utmoft rigour. Bidderman 
was bound to the poft, the executioner feeming 
difpofed to add to the cruelty of the fentence, as 
he received no bribe for lenity. Whenever Bid- 
derman groaned under the fcourge, the other, 
only redoubling his blows, cried out, Does the 
villain murmur? If Bidderman entreated but a 
moment’s refpite from torture, the other only 
repeated his former beeeeienaaen Dees the villain 
murmur ? 


From this period, revenge as well as patriotifm, 
took entire poffeffion of his foul. His fury ftoop’d 
fo low as to follow the executioner with unremit- 
ting refentment. But conceiving that the beft 
method to attain thefe ends, was to acquire fome 
eminence in the city, he laid himfelf out to oblige 
its new mafters, ftudied every art, and practifed 
every meannefs that ferve to promote the needy, 
or render the poor pleafing, and by thefe means, 
in a few years, he came to be of fome note in 
the city, which juftly belonged entirely to him, 


The 
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* "Phe executioner was, therefore, the firft objet of 

his refentment, and he even practifed the loweft 
fraud to gratify the revenge he owed him. A piece 
of plate,which Biddeman had previoufly ftolen from 
the Saracen governor, he privately conveyed into 
the executioner’s houfe, and then gave informa- 
tion of the theft. They who are any way ac- 
quainted with the rigour of the Arabian laws, 
know that theft is punifhed with immediate death. 
The proof was dire&t in this cafe ; the executioner 
had nothing to offer in his own defence, and he 
‘was therefore condemned to be beheaded upon a 
{caffold in the public market place. As there 
was no executioner id the city but the very man 
who was now to fuffer, Bidderman himfelf un- 
dertook this, to him, moft agreeable office. The 
criminal was conducted from the judgment feat, 
beund with cords. The fcaffold was erected, 
and he placed in fuch a manner, as he might lig 
moft convenient for the blow. 


But his death alone was not fufficient to fatisfy 
the refentment of this extraordinary man, unlefs 
it was aggravated with every circumftance of 
cruelty. Wherefore, coming up the fcaffold, 
and difpofing every thing in readinefs for the in- 
tended blow, with the fword ia his hand he ape 
proached the criminal, and whifpering in a low 
voice, affured him, that he himfelf was the very 
perfon that had once been ufed with fo muck 

cruelty 5 
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Cruelty ; that to his knowledge, he died very in- 
nocently, for the plate had been ftolen by him- 
felf, and privately conveyed into the houfe of 
the other. 


«¢ O, my countrymen, cried the criminal, 
*¢ do you hear what this man fays?”——Does 
the villain murmur ? replied Bidderman, and im< 
mediately, at one blow, fevered his head from 
his body. 


Still, however, he was not content till he had 
ample vengeance of the governors of the city, 
who condemned him. To effet? this, he hired a 
fmall houfe adjoining to the tow w-li, ua- 
der which he every day dug, aad carried out the 
earth in a bafket. In this angemitting labour, 
he continued feveral years, every day digging 2 
little, and carrying the earth unfufpe&icd away. 
By this means he at laft made a fecret communi- 
cation from the country into the city, and only 
wanted the appearance of an enemy, in order to 
betray it. This opportunity, at length, offered ; 
the French army came into the neighbourhood, 
but had no thoughts of fitting down before a 
town which they confidered as impregnable. 
Bidderman, however, foon altered their refolu- 
tions, and, upon communicating his plan to the 
General, he embraced it with ardour. Through 

the 
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the private paflage above-mentioned, he intro- 
duced a large body of the moft refolute: foldiers, 
who foon opened the gates for the reft, and the 
whole army rufhing in, put every Saracen that 
was found to the fword, 
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To the AUTHOR of th B E E. 


SIR, - 
. NIMALS, in general, are fagacious. in 
proportion as they cultivate fociety.. The 
elephant and the beaver fhew the greateft figns of 
this when ‘unitéd ; but when man intrudes into 
their communities, they-lofe all their fpirit of 
induftry, and teftify but a very fmall thare of that 
fagacity, for which, when in a focial ani they 
are fo remarkable. 


Among. infeéts, ‘the labours of the bee and 
the ant have employed the attention and admira- 
tion of the naturalift ; but their whole fagacity is 
loft ‘upon feparation, and a fingle bee or ant, 
feems deftitute of every degree of induftry, is 
the moft ftupid ‘infe& imaginable, languifhés for 
a time in folitude, and foon dies. 


Of all the folitary infects I have ever reo 
marked, the fpider is the moft fagacious, and its 
actions to me, who ‘have attentively confidered 

» them, 
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them, feem altnoft to exceed belief; This infect 
is formed by nature for a ftate of wat, not only 
upon other. infects,.but upon each other. For 
this ftate nature feems perfeétly well to have 
formed it, Its head ahd breaft are covered with a 
’ ftrong natural coat of mail, which is impeietra- 
ble to the attempts of every other infe&t, and its 
belly is inveloped in a foft pliant fkiniy which 
eludes the fting even of a wafp. Its legs are 
terminated by ftrong claws, not unlike thole of a 
lobfter, and their vaft length, like fpears, ferve 
to keep every affailant at a diftance. 


. Not worfe furnifhed for obfervation. than for 
an attack or a defence, it has feveral eyes, larges 
tranfparent, and covered with an horny fubftance, 
which, .however, does not impede its vifions 
Befides this, it is furnifhed with a forceps above 
the mouth, which ferves to kill or fecure the 
prey already caught in its claws or its net. 


Such are the implements of war with which 
the body is immediately furnith’d; but its net to 
éntangle the enemy feems what it chiefly trufts 
to, and what it takes moft. pains to render as 
complete as poffible. Nature has furnifhed the 
body of this little creature with a glutinous li- 
quid, which proceeding from the anus, it fpins 
into.a thread coarfer or finer, as it chufes to con- 
tract or dilate its fphinéter. In order to fix its 
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fphin@ter. In order to fix its thread when it be- 
gins to weave, it emits a {mall drop of its liquid 
againft the wall, which hardening by degrees, 
ferves to hold the thread very firmly. Then re- 
ceding from: the firft point, as it recedes the 
thread lengthens ; and when the fpider has come 
to the place where the other end of the thread 
fhould be fixed, gathering up with its claws the 
thread which would otherwife be too flack, it is 
ftretched tightly, and fixed in the fame manner 
to the wall as before. 


“In this manner it fpins and fixes feveral threads 

parallel to each other, which, fo to fpeak, ferve 
as the warp to the intended web. To form the 
woof, it fpins in the fame manner its thread, 
tranfverfly fixing one end to the firft thread that 
was fpun, and which is always the ftrongeft of 
the whole web, and the other to the wall. All 
thefe threads, being newly fpun, are glutinous, 
and therefore ftick to each other wherever they 
happen to touch, and in thofe parts of the web 
moft expofed to be torn, our natural artift 
ftrengthens them, by doubling the threads fome- 
times fix fold. _ 


‘ Thus far naturalifts have gone in the defcrip- 
tion of this animal ; what follows is the refult of 
my own obfervation upon that fpecies of the in- 
fect called an Houfe-Spider. 1 perceived about 

I four 
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four years ago, a large fpider in one corner of mp 
room, making its web, and though. the .maid 
frequently levelled her fatal broom againft the lae 
bours of the little animal, I had the good fortuns 
then to prevent its deftruction, and I may fay,, it 
more than paid me by the entertainment it 
afforded. 


In three days the web was with incredible dili- 
gence completed; not could T avoid thinking 
that the infe& feemed to exult in its new abode. 
It frequeritly traverfed it round, examined the 
frength of every part of it, retired into its hole, 
and carhe out very frequently, The firft enemy, 
however, it had to encountet, was another and 
a much larger fpider; which, having no web of 
its own, and having probably exhaufted all its 
ftock in former labours of this kind, came. to 
invade the ptoperty of its neighbour. Soon then. 
a terrible encounter enfued, in ‘which the invader 
feemed to have’ the vitory, and the Jaborious 
fpider was obliged to take refuge in its hole. Upon, 


this I perceived the victor ufing every art to draw, 


the enemy from his ftrong hold. H¢ feemed to, 
go off, but quickly returned, and when he, found. 
all arts vain, began to demolifh the new web 
without mercy. This brought-on another, battle, 
and, contrary to my -expetations, the laborious 
fpider became conqueror, and’ fairly, killed, his, 
‘antagonift. 


Now 








id Se 


"Ne Sagachy of'forie Tiskers. £23 
© Now then)! in’ peaceable poffeffion of what was 
Juftly its own, it wafted’ threé' days with the uté 
moft patience, repairing the breaches of its webs 
arid"taking ‘nb fuftenidrice tliat I’ could perceive. 
Ae Valk} however, a large blue’ fly Fell into the 
fnare,’ and” ftruggled hard’ to gkt loofé. The 
ipider gave it leave to entangle itfelf as much as 
potit, but it feemed to be too trong for the 
cobweb. I muft own I was ‘gteatly furprized 
when I faw the {pider immediately fally out, and 
inl lefs'‘than a piinute weave a new net round its 

aptive, by” ‘which “thé motion of its” wings was 
Reopped, and when ig was fairly ‘hampered in this 
tmannef, it was‘ feized, ‘and dragged into th 
hole: - 


ta this ‘manner it lived, in a precarious ftate, 
and nature’ feemed to have fitted it for fuch a 
life, for upon a fingle fly it fubfifted for more thant 
® ‘week. I once put a walp. into the neft, but 
when the tpider came out in order to feize it as 
ufual, pon Perceiving what kind of an enemy it 
had to deal ‘with, ‘it ‘inftantly broke ‘all the bands 
that held i it faft, and’ contributed | ‘all that Jay in 
er to ‘difeng é {fo formidable an antagonift, 

wi the” wa sa at liberty, I expeéied the 
fpider ‘would: have fet about ‘repairing the breaches 
that were wer e made made.in its net, but thofe it feems were 
wont wherefore the cobweb was now ene 
. “Se tirely 
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tirely forfaken, and a new. one begun, eee 
completed in the ufual.time. 


_ Thad now a mind to try how many cobwebs.a 
fingle fpider could furnith, wherefore I deftroyed 
this, and the infect fet about another. WhenI 
deftroyed the other alfo, its whole ftock feemed 
entirely exhaufted, and it could fpin no more, 
The arts it made ufe of to fupport itfelf, now 
deprived of its great means of fubfiftence, were 
indeed furprizing. 1 have feen it roll up its legs 
like a ball, and lie motionlefs for hours together, 
but cautioufly watching all the time ; when a fly 
happened to approach fufficiently near, it would 
dart out all at once, and often feize its prey. __ 


Of this life, however, it foon began to grow 
weary, and refolved to invade ' the poffeffion of 
fome other fpider,. fince it could not make 3 a web 
of its own. It formed an attack upon a neighi- 
bouring fortification with great vigour, .and .at 
firft was as vigoroufly repulfed. Not daunted, 
however, with one. defeat, in this manner. it 
continued to. lay, fiege.to anathet’s, web. for” three 
days, and, at length, having killed the defendant, 
aQually took poffeffion. When fimaller flies hapy 
pen to fall. into the fnare, the fpider does not 
fally out at once, but very patiently waits till ‘it 
is fure of them; for, upon his iminiédjately ap- 
proashing, the terror of his’ appedrafice © might 

give 
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Pive-the captive ftrength fufficient to get loofe: 
‘The manner then is to wait patiently till, by in- 
effectual and impotent ftruggles, the captive has 
wafted all its ftrength, and then he becomes a 
certain and an eafy conqueft. 


years ; every year it changed its fkin, and got a 
thew fet of legs. | 1 have fometimes plucked off a 
deg, which grew again in two or three days. At 
firft, it dreaded my appioach to its web, but at 
laft it became fo familiar as to take a fly out of 
my hand, and upon my touching any part of 
the web, would immediately leave its hole, pre- 
pared either for a defence or an attack. 


To complete this defcription, it may be ob- 
ferved, that the male fpider is much lefs than the 
female, and that the latter are oviparous. When 
they come to‘lay, thef® fpread a part of their 
web under thee gem and then xol] them up care- 
fully, as we roll up things in a cloth, and thus 
hatch them in their hole. If difturbed in their 
holes, they never attempt to efcape without car- 
rying this young brood in their forceps away with 
them, and thus frequently are facrificed to their 
paternal affection. 


As foon as ever the young ones leave their ar- 
tificial covering, they begin to fpin, and almoft 
13 _ fenfibly 
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fenfibly feem to grow.bigger, If they have the 
good'fortune, when even but a day ald, to. catch 
a fly, they fall too with good appetites ; but they 
Jive fometioies three or four days without any 
fort of fuftenance, and yet ftill continue.to grow 
larger, fo as every day to double their former fize. 
As they grow old, however, they do not .ftill 
gontinue to encreafe, byt their legs only continug 
to grow longer; and whea a ifpider. bacomes.ene 
tirely tiff with age, and unable to ee its, ake 
it dies at Jength of .hungers 
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C1) 
CHARACTERISTICS 
O F 
GREATNESS. 


rN every duty, in every fcience in which we 
would wish to arrive at perfection, we fhould 


fpropofe for the object of our purfuit fome cer- 


tain ftation even beyond our abilities ; fome ima- 
ginary excellence, which may amufe and ferve 
to animate our enquiry, In deviating from 
others, in following an unbeaten road, though 
we, perhaps, may never arrive at the wifh’d-for 
objeét; yet it is poffible we may meet feveral dif; 
woveries by the way; and the certainty of fmall 
advantages, even while we travel with fecurity, is 
not fo amufing as the hopes of great rewards, 
which infpire the adventurer, Evenit nonnunquam, 
fays Quintillian, ut aliquid grande inveniat qui 
femper quarit quod nimium ¢ft, 


This enterprifing fpirit is, however, by no 
means the character of the prefent age; every 
perfon who fhould now leave received opinions, 
who fhould attempt’ to be more than a comimen- 

14 tator 
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fator upon philofophy, or an imitator in polite 
learning, might be regarded as a chimerical pro- 
je€tor. Hundreds would be ready not only to 
point out his errors, but to load him with re- 
proach. Our probable opinions are now regarded 
as certainties ; the difficulties hitherto undifcovered, 
as utterly infcautable ; and the writers of the laft 


age inimitable, and therefore the ae models 
of imitation. 


One might be almoft induced to deplore the 
philofophic fpirit of the age, which in proportion 
as it enlightens the mind, encreafes its timidity, 
and repreffes the vigour of every undertaking. 
Men are now content with being prudently in the 
right ; which, though not the way to make new 
acquifitions, it muft be owned, is the beft method 
of fecuring what we have. Yet this is certain, 
that the writer who never deviates, who never 
hazards a new thought, or a new expreffion, 
though his friends may compliment him upon his 
fagacity, though criticifm lifts her feeble voice in 
his praife, will feldom afrive at any degree of 
perfe€tion. “The way to acquire lafting efteem, 
is not by the fewnefs of a writer’s faults, but the 
greatnefs of his beauties, and our nobleft works 
are generally moft replete with both. 


An author, who would be fublime, often runs 
his thought into burlefque; yet T can readily 
pardon 
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pardon his miftaking ten times for once‘facceed- 
ing. True Genius walks, along a line, and, 
perhaps, our greateft pleafure is. in feeing it fo 
often near falling, without being ever actually 
down. 


Every fcience has its hitherto undifcovered my- 
fteries, after which men fhould travel undifcou- 
| raged by the failure of former‘adventurers. Every 
new attempt ferves, perhaps, to facilitate its fue 
ture invention. We may not find the Philofo- 
pher’s ftone, but we fhall probably hit upon 
new inventions in purfuing it. We thall, per- 
haps, never be able to difeover the longitude, 


yet, pehaps, we may arrive at new truths in the 
inveftigation. 


Were any of thefe fagacious minds among us, 
(and furely no nation, or no period, could ever 
compare with us in this particular) were any of 
thofe minds, I fay, who now fit down contented 
with exploring the intricacies of another’s fyftem, 
bravely to fhake off admiration, and undazzled with 
the fplendour of another’s reputation, to chalk out 
a path to fame for themfelves, and boldly culti- 
vate untried experiment, what might not be 
the refult of their enquiries, fhould the fame 
ftudy that has made them wife, make them en- 
terprizing alfo? What could not fuch qualities, 
united, produce? But fuch is not the character 

of 
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of the Enplith, while our neighbours of the coit+ 
¢ient ‘aun¢h 6ut- ifto ‘the “ocean of {cierice, 
without proper ftores for the voyage, we fedé 
Yhipwreck -in every breeze, and confume ‘in port 
thofe powers which might probably have weather’d 
every ftorm, 


Projeétors in .a ftate are generally rewarded 
above their deferts; projectors in the republic of 
Jetters, never, If wrong, every inferior dunce 
thinks ‘himfelf entituled to laugh at their difap- 
pointment; if right, men of fuperior talents 
think their honour engaged to oppofe, fince every 
new difcovery is 4 tacit diminution of their owa 
pre-eminence, 


To aim at excellence, our reputation, our 
friends, and our all, muft be ventured; by 
timing only at mediocrity, we rum no rifque, 
and we do little ‘fervice.. Prudence and great- 
hefs are ever perfyading us to contrary purfuits, 
The one inftruds ys to be content with our fta- 
tion, and to find happinefs in bounding every 
with, The other impels us to fuperiority, and 
ealls nothing happinefs but rapture. The one 
direéts to follow mankind, and to ae and 
think with the reft of the world, The other 
drives us from the crowd, and expofes us as 
@ matk to all the thafts of envy, or ignorance, 


Nez smimus periculum ex magna fama quam e3 
wale. Tacit, 
2 The 


Peewee 


a 








The Charaftetiftics of GREATNESS. 1299 
The rewards of mediocrity are immediately paid, 
thofe attending excellence generally paid in re- 
verfion, In a word, the little mind who loves 
itfelf, will write and think with the vulgar, but 
the great mind ‘will be bravely eccentric, and 
je the beaten road, from yniverla) beneyas 
NCE, 7 
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City NIGHT-PIECE,. 
“We dalet were qui fine ‘tele doles.” ” Many 


HE clock has ftruck two, the expiring 

taper rifes and finks in the focket, the 
watchman forgets the hour in flumber, the la- 
borious and the happy are at reft, and nothing 
now wakes but guilt, revelry and defpair. The 
drunkard once more fills the deftroying bowl, the 
robber walks his midnight round, and the fuicide 
lifts his guilty arm againft his own facred perfon. 


Let me no-longer waite the night over the page 
of antiquity, or the fallies‘of Sotemporary genius, 
but purfue~the -folitary walk, wherd vanity, ever 
changing, ‘but .a few: -shours paft, walked before 
me, where the kept sp the -pageant, and now, 
like a froward.child, feems huthed ‘with her own 
importunities. © = gh 

What a gloom hangs all around! the dying 
lamp feebly emits a yellow gleam, no found is 
heard but of the chiming clock, or the diftant 
watch-dog. All the buftle of human pride is for- 
gotten, and this hour may well difplay the empti- 
nefs of human vanity. 


There 
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There. may come..a. time when,.this temporary 


~ folitude may be made continual, and the city itfelf, 


like its aed fade away, and leave a defart 
in its room. 


. What cities, as great as this, have once ttle 
umph’d i in exiftence, had their victories as great 
as ours, joy as juft, and as unbounded as we, and 
with fhort-fighted prefumption, promifed them- 
felves immortality. Pofterity can hardly. trace 
the fityation. of fome. The. forrowful traveller 
wanders over, the. awful ruins of others, and as 
he’ beholds, he learns wifdom, and feels the tran- 
fience of every fablunary poffeffion. 


‘Here ftood their citadel, but now grown over 
with ‘weeds ; there their fenate-houfe, but now 
the “haunt of every“noxious reptile ; temples and 
theatres ftiod’ here, now'only dn undiftinguithed 
heap of ruii.’°‘Théy’ are-fallen, for luxury and 
avarice firft'matle theiti feeble. The rewards of 
ftate were conferréd-on amufing, and not on ufe- 
ful members of fociety. Thus true virtue lan- 
guithed, theit® richie Sand opulence invited the 
phunderer, who; though once repulfed, returned 
again, and at Jaft fwept ‘the defendants into un- 
ee rere’ 


- How few appear ‘in: thofe ftreets, which but 


oe ‘few’ A sued BY “were crowded ; and thofe 
who 
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who appear tio longe? ‘now wear their daily talk, 
not attémipt'to hide theit lewdnef or their miféty. 


But who are thofe who make the ffreets ‘their 
couch, and find a fhort repofe from wretchednefs 
at' thie doors of the’ optldht ?! Thefé-are Mangers, 
wanderers, arid’orphans; whofe circamftarices are 
téo humble to'expec? ‘TsArefs and’ thei’ diftreties 
téo great ever for pity: Somé ate“ without" the 
covering even’of' rags, ard others eiiaciated’ with 
difeafe ; thé woild feeins to’have difclaimed them ; 3 
feciety turris ‘its back upon their diftrefs, and ‘has 
Biven thet’ up to “nakedriefs and hungér.. Thefe 
poor fhivering’ females, have ‘once feen’ happier 
days, and been flattered into beauty. ‘They have 
been proftituted to the gay. luxurious villain, and 
are now turned out to. meet the feverity of winter 
in the ftreets. Perhaps now. lying at the door of 


their betrayers. they fue to “wretches whofe hearts. 


are infenfible to-calamity, or debauchees who may 
curfe, but will not relieve them, 


Why, why was I born.a man;. and yet feerthe 
fufferings of wretches I cannot relieve { Poor houfe- 
lefs creatures } the worjd will give you reproaches, 
but will not give you relief, The flighteft mif- 
fortunes, the moft imaginary uneafinefles of the 
rich, are aggravated-with.all the power.of elo- 
quence, and- engage our attention; while you 
weep unheeded, perfecuted by every fubordinate 


fpecios 
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fpecies of tyranny, and finding enmity in — 
law. 


Why was this heart of mine formed with fo 
much fenfibility!-or why. was not my fortune 
adapted to its impulfe! Tendernefs, without a 
capacity of relieving, only makes the heart that 
feels it more wretched than the obje& which fues 
for affiftance. 


But let me“turn from a fcene.of fuch diftrefs to - 
the fan&tified,. hypocrite, whe bas. .beew talking. of 
virtue till the time of. bed, and now: fteals-out, to 
give a loofe to, his .vices, under.the protection of 
midnight ; vices. more attrocious,. beeaufe he ate 
tempts to-conceal them. See how he pants. down 
the dark alley, and, with haftening fteps, fears 
an acquaintance in every face. He has paffed the 
whole day in company he hates, and. now goes.ta,. 
prolong the night among Company , that as, heartily 
hate him. May his vices be detected ; may the 
morning rife upon his, fhame: yet.I wifh.to no 
purpofe 3-Villainy, when detected, never gives. up, 
but boldly adds impudence to impofture, 
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An EL EGY 
On that GLory of her Sex 


Mrs. MARY BLAIZE. 


OOD people all, with one accord, 

j G Lament for Madam Biaize, 

*- Who never wanted a good word—— 
From thofe who fpoke her praife. 


The needy feldom pafs’d her door, 
And always found her kind ; 
She freely lent-to all the poor, —— 

Who left a pledge bebind. 


. She ftrove the neighbourhood to pleafe, 
. With,manners wond’rous winning, 
And never follow’d wicked ways,———= 
Unlefs when foe was finning. 


.. At church, in filks and fattins new, 
~ ‘With hoop of monftrous fize, 
@* She never flumber’d in her pew,——= 
But when fhe fhut her eyes. 


~ Her love was fought, I do aver, 

« By twenty beaus and more ; 

. The king himfelf has follow’d her,———-<« 
When foe has walk'd before. 


But now her wealth and | fled, 
Her hangers-on cut fhort all ; 

The doétors found, when fhe was dead,—= 
Her laft diforder mortal. 


Let us lament, in forrow fore, 
For Kent-ftreet well may fay, 
That had fhe liv’d a twelve-month more, —— 
*=* She had not dy’d to-day. . 
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